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Smoky view on
vape issue

Conflicting propesais by Finance Ministry to raise tax on one hand and Health Ministry to impose total ban

on the other causing anxiety and confusion to both industry players and consumers.
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PETALING JAYA: Mixed messages
from Putrajaya on the future of
vaping have left both industry
players and consumers bewildered,
with the Malaysian Vape Chamber of
Commerce (MVCC) waming of legal
and economic uncertainties.

Its secretary-general Ridhwan
Rosli said the Finance Ministry is
considering a “pro-health” excise
hike on vape liquids - currently taxed
at 40sen per millilitre - while the
Health Ministry appears to be
pushing for a nationwide phase-out.

“The Finance Ministry was talking
about raising taxes and suddenly the
Health Ministry is talking about
banning vape through Cabinet. That
would go against Act 8527

Act 852 of the Control of Smoking
Products for Public Health Act 2024
sets out strict rules on advertising,
packaging, point-of-sale displays and
the sale of tobacco and vape products
to minors,

Ridhwan stressed that under this

framework, the Cabinet cannot
simply impose a nationwide ban
without first amending the
legislation.

Vape limbo, conflicting signals
from ministries stir confusion

# Industry and consumers caught in policy
crossfire as mixed messages spark fears of
job losses, legal challenges and economic

fallout: Experts

“At present, state governments can
only limit retail licences, not
contradict federal law. Some states
that tried tougher restrictions have
already faced legal challenges.

“Wherever cigarettes can be sold -
at pewrol stations or 24-hour
minimarts - vape can technically be
sold 1o

The chamber, he added, is “just as
confused” as consumers, accusing
ministries of wrying to appease

“different groups” instead of
presenting a clear policy.

The Health Ministry has said
Malaysia is “moving towards” a total
ban on vape sales and use but has yet
to give a timeline or details.

Universiti Putra Malaysia’s Putra
Business School associate professor
Dr Ida Md Yasin said the government
must coordinate its ministries before
making announcements.

“Sometimes a minister gives an

Minister orders redesign of power system
following KLIA Terminal 2 blackout
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opinion on the spot and it gets
publicised before any real discussion.
That's when confusion happens!

From a fiscal perspective, Ida
argued that higher excise duties
alone would not curb use.

“Vapes and cigarettes are highly
addictive. No matter how much tax
we impose, people will still buy them.
Sharp price hikes could even drive
smugg!ing. just like illicit drugs,” she
wamed

She described the proposed “pro-
health tax” as part of a broader effort
to govern addictive products,
including sugary foods and online

"(kﬁ'emmems have a
responsibility to protect society from
addiction, whether it's nicotine, sugar
or digital habits

Ida also cautioned that banning
vape while leaving cigarettes
untouched would only benefit
tobacco companies.

While revenue from vape and
tobacco duties is modest compared
with the national budget, she noted
the long-term health burden is
substantial.

“The government must lead but
individuals must also care for their

own health,” she said.

Citing Malaysia’s now widely
observed smoke-free restaurant
rules, she said: “You can see the
health difference. Malaysia has made

but we must do more.”

Whether through taxes, regulation
or prohibition, Ida said policies must
be consistent and comprehensive.

“Don't just ban vape. Cigarettes
are no better. If we want a healthier
future, we need clear, united action
from all ministries and from society
itself”

On the ground, vape retailers are
already feeling the pinch.

In Ptnan&m'era.l shop workers

new stock had been
halted since the government’s
proposal was floated.

At Bandar Perda, Bukit Mertajam,
an employee known only as Amirul
said: “If the sale of vapes is
prohibited, the shop will close and six
of us will lose our income."

Another worker, Haris Mohd
Izham, 26, said his boss had stopped
purchasing devices and flavour stock
al

“We're just waiting for instructions
on whether to run clearance
promotions to sell what's left”
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Paramedic Bill to uplift medical assistants

By RAGANANTHINI VETHASALAM
raga@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The proposed
Paramedic Practitioners Bill is
expected to have six key elements
that would improve regulation of
the medical assistant’s profes-
sion.

According to the Health
Ministry’s Medical Practice
Division’s consultation paper for

J;le drafting of the Bill sighted by
“ WFhe Star, the proposed legislation
would further empower the
Medical Assistant Board (LPP) in
terms of enhancing governance
and improving regulation of the
paramedic profession.

Established under the Medical
Assistants (Registration) Act 1977
(Act 180), the LPP is the official
regulatory body for Medical
Assistants (MA) in Malaysia.

A slew of provisions will be
included towards this end, inclu-
ding providing the LPP with more
authority to register paramedic
practitioners and recognition of
specialisation in areas of exper-
tise.

Aside from that, a temporary
practice certification will also be
issued to foreign paramedics
practising in Malaysia.

There will also be provisions to

“The profession has evolved in
tandem with rapid developments in

the healthcare

eld. This evolution

has involved not just a change in the
name of the profession but also in
training and responsibilities.”

Medical Practice Division

retain the names of practitioners
in the board’s register.

“This is a board initiative to
support practitioners who will be
abroad for extended periods for
various reasons, such as pursuing
further studies or accompanying
their spouse,” read the consulta-
tion paper.

In addition to a Certificate of
Practice for each registered para-
medic practitioner, competency
monitoring will be a critical com-
ponent included to ensure service
quality and patient safety.

The fifth core policy involves
the addition of disciplinary pow-
ers for the board, enabling disci-
plinary action to be taken against
registered paramedic practitio-

ners involved in malpractice.

“Currently, the board cannot
take any such action due to the
absence of such provisions in Act
180,” read the paper.

“The sixth core policy introdu-
ces enforcement powers. These
new provisions will protect the
public from irresponsible parties,
such as fake practitioners and
employers who hire unregistered
practitioners, which may pose
risks to patient health and safety.

“This provision also helps safe-
guard the professional image
from being tarnished by the
actions of irresponsible individu-
als,” it added.

The division said the new legis-
lation is required as Act 180,

which has been in effect for four
decades, was no longer “compre-
hensive” and is inadequate to
address current issues and chal-
lenges concerning the medical
assistant profession.

“The profession has evolved in
tandem with rapid developments
in the healthcare field. This evolu-
tion has involved not justa change
in the name of the profession but
also in training and responsibili-
ties,” said the division.

“When the profession was
known as Apothecary, training
was limited to pharmacy, basic
medical knowledge, prescription
issuance and wound manage-
ment.

“Upon transitioning to the title
of MA, both training and respon-
sibilities were upgraded accord-
ingly. MAs can perform tasks
autonomously within a defined
scope or under the supervision of
a medical officer,” it added.

It said MAs’ core duties encom-
passed pre-hospital care service,
conducting diagnostic tests and
screenings; handling medical
equipment to support treatment
and rehabilitation processes; and
offering health advice, including
managing public health
programmes at the community
level

“However, the current provi-
sions in Act 180 are now too basic
and insufficient to address the
rapid advancements of the MA
profession due to progress in
medical technology.

“Hence, there is an urgent need
to establish a Paramedic
Practitioners Bill that is more
comprehensive, relevant and
aligned with current internation-
al standards,” it said.

For MA, the Bill will provide
better regulation of the profes-
sion through a more comprehen-
sive legislative framework;
improve career pathways for par-
amedic practitioners through rec-
ognition of specialisations; and
ensure professional development
at the international level through
rebranding of the profession’s
name in line with the World
Health Organisation’s health
occupation classification.

Patients stand to benefit as
their safety would be assured
through quality healthcare ser-
vice. The government will be able
to realise the national health
reform agenda.

Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad said in March
that the Bill is expected to be
tabled in Parliament in the first
quarter of next year.
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Ahli keluarga kesan
scammer guna gambar
mendiang sepupu
mohon dana RM80,000

Oleh SITI ZUBAIDAH
ZAKARAYA
SUNGAI PETANI

oorang wanita terkejut
apabda menyedan gambar
mendiang sepupunya
digunakan sebuah laman
sosal untuk mengutp derma.
Menurut Lynn Tan, 40, mendiang
sepupunya adalah pesakit kanser
dan sudah merenggal dunia pada
Disember tabhun ialu.

memeriukan kra-ora RM30,000
lag.

“Saya percaya mereka berjaya
mengutip sektar RMS50,000 hasil
penipuan " elasnya,

Katanya. seluruh ahl keluarga
kesal apaixia gambar mendiang di-
salah guna phak tertentu dan

menganggap a satu kesalahan
senus.
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“Tupan pendedahan i untuk  laporan pols,™ katanya,
mengelakkan lebd rama orang ter- Lynn berkata, masyarakat periu
pedaya, sekah gus mengad mangsa  berwaspada dan bdak mudah per-
penpuan. caya dengan kutipan derma me-

*Dalam masa sama, pithak ke-

luarga sedang mengumpul makiu-
mat dan bukh sebelum membuat

ragukan di media sosal selain me-

rujuk kepada pihak sepatutnya bagi
tujuan kesahshan.




Some energy
England movesto ban saleof g
contain more
caffeine than
I\l‘n(ll[)\nf

energy drinks to children

HIGH-CAFFEINE energy drinks will be s

banned for sale to youths under 16 in STRAITSTIMES

England under plans announced by

the government recently, HEARD THE
"By preventing shops from selling

these drinks to kids, we're helping to
build the foundations for healthier and

happier generations to come,” Health Read “’it".'"‘ -
Minister Wes Streeting said in a state- Supported by the yalaysmn CO{DH‘.WMCGtiOnS
ment. and Multimedia Commission

Up to a third of 13- to 16-year-olds
in England are believed to
consume energy drinks —
some of which contain more
caffeine than two cups of
coffee — despite most
supermarkets having
introduced a voluntary

a daily basis?” Streeting said.  and manufacturers.
“We're acting on the Under current rules, any drink
concerns of parents and  with over 150mg of caffeine per litre
teachers and tackling requires a warning label saying it is
the root causes of poor not recommended for children.

ban, according to the health and educational “Energy drinks might seem harm-
government. By AFP By attainment head on,” he less, but the sleep, concentration and

“"How can we expect Yy added. well-being of today’s kids are all being
children todo well at school A 12-week consulta- impacted, while high sugar versions
ifthey have the equivalent of a tion will now gather evidence damage their teeth and contribute to

double espresso in their system on from experts, the public, retailers obesity,” Streeting said.
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When every second counts

NE morning, your tod-

dler wakes up unusually

quiet — no chattering, no

running to the toy box, no

smiles. You assume it's
just a cold. But by night, something
still feels off.

That gut feeling — the sense of
unease that comes from parental intui-
tion — should never be ignored. It could
save your child’s life.

Sepsis, a condition often misun-
derstood and dangerously underesti-
mated, has a way of creeping in silently
It can start with something as simple
as a fever, tummy ache, or cough, and
then spiral into full-body inflammation
and organ failure within hours

The World Health Organisation
[WHO] reports that sepsis
affects 49 million people
globally each year, caus-
ing 11 million deaths,
nearly half of which are
children. What makes
this especially tragic is
that many of these cases
are preventable with
early detection and rapid
treatment.

Sunway Medical
Centre consultant pae-
diatrician and paediatric
intensivist Dr Olive Lee
Pei Ee says the danger
lies not just in how fast
sepsis develops, but in
how deceptively it begins

Sepsis is not merely
an infection. The infec-
tion is a trigger that
causes an abnormal
immune response, which

CENTRE

Time is of the essence

in sepsis management.
Once it progresses, it
progresses very quickly,
warns Sunway Medical
Centre consultant
paediatricianand
paediatric intensivist Dr
Olive Lee Pei Ee. picTure
CREDIT: SUNWAY MEDICAL

can escalate like a fire, igniting a vast
inferno in the body.

Dr Lee says in Malaysia, we still
encounter many chest infections, espe-
ciallyduring the flu season. What starts
as a harmless cough can develop into
something life-threatening.

The greatest challenge for parents
and doctors alike is recognising sep-
sis in its early stages. Children may
not show clear signs that something
is wrong. A child may seem more tired
than usual, more withdrawn, or gener-
ally “off” — all subtle signs that can be
easily dismissed.

WHAT TO WATCH FOR

Dr Lee emphasises that while symp-
toms may appear minor, they should
never be ignored.

“If a child becomes
unusually sleepy, has
trouble waking up, vom-
its everything they take
in, or suddenly looks
less alert or energetic,
it could be a warning
sign.”

Breathlessness,
extreme temperature
changes, or being floppy
or limp are also signs
that something is seri-
ously wrong

“If the child is com-
pletely limp and very
cold or very hot, | would
advise going straight to
the hospital.”

Therule of thumb is, if
the child doesn't improve
with medication within
three days or if symp-

toms persist for three days, then it's
time to seek help.

General practitioners are trained
to look out for sepsis and can escalate
care appropriately, but delays in seek-
ing medical attention can be devastat-
Ing.

Time is of the essence in sepsis
management. Once it progresses, it
progresses very quickly, warns Dr Lee

The most powerful weapon against
sepsis is prevention. This begins at
home with hygiene, where reqular
handwashing, safe food practices and
clean environments should be main-
tained

But vaccination plays an equally
important role. Dr Lee says vaccina-
tion creates herd immunity. Vaccinated
household memberscanhelp create a

barrier for the child and offer protec-
tion. This means that even if the child
is too young or too vulnerable for cer-
tain vaccines, they're still protected by
those around them.

Dr Lee alsourges parents to be cau-
tious about antibiotic overuse.

“If we start using antibiotics for
everybody, then you will have antibi-
otic resistance. In a hospital setting,
hospital-acquired sepsis will be very
hard to treat.”

Responsible antibiotic use, com-
bined with vaccination and hygiene,
helps reduce the risk of infections
developing into sepsis.

Even after a child survives sepsis,
the journey may not be over. Recovery
can take weeks or months, and com-
plications may arise.

The greatest
challenge for
parents and
doctors alike

is recognising
sepsis in its early
SIAges. PICTURE
CREDIT: FREEPIK

Dr Lee says post-sepsis syndrome
can affect their physical, cognitive and
psychosocial abilities. Children may
also experience muscle weakness,
emotional or psychological trauma, or
developmental delays.

Some may need ongoing check-
ups to monitor kidney or other organ
functions. Vulnerable groups, includ-
ing newborns, children with chronic
illnesses, or those living with obesity,
face greater risks. The younger they
are, the more at risk they are

Parents know best. If your child
seems different, don’t brush it off,
Seek help. Don't wait for others to say
it's serious.”

Hesitation can prove deadly with so
acting fast saves lives.

“»meeraf@nst.com.my
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